












        

 

       June 10, 2010 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Park Rules 

 

 

  At the May 10
th

 work session, discussion on park rules revolved mostly 

around alcohol. Attached is an updated version of Chapter 216, though not much has 

changed.  There were several changes talked about for Chapter 75. I've made the changes 

in the attached draft.  

 

  The changes concerning alcoholic beverages also affect other public 

spaces, such as streets.  The City Council should decide what it wants for an “open 

container” law. Perhaps parks should be treated differently than other public spaces. 



Proposed Amendments to the City Code for Parks and Recreational Areas – 5/11/10 

 

Chapter 216:  PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS, AND RECREATIONAL AREAS 

 

ARTICLE I General Provisions 

 

§216-1.  Enumeration of parks, playgrounds, and recreational areas. 

 

The rules set forth in this chapter apply to the following parks and recreational areas: 

 PARKS AND RECREATIONAL AREAS 

  Alex T. Duffy Fairgrounds 

  Bicentennial Park 

  Factory Square Park 

  Fairgrounds Trail 

  John C. Thompson Park 

  John Q. Adams Recreation Fields (aka North Elementary Fields) 

  Marble Street Park 

  Route 3 Handicap Fishing and Boating Access 

  Veterans’ Memorial Riverwalk 

  Waterworks Park 

  Whitewater Park 

 PLAYGROUNDS 

  Academy Street Playground 

  Emerson Place Playground 

  Hamilton Street Playground 

  Jefferson Street Playground 

  Kostyk Field 

  Portage Street Playground 

  Taylor Playground 

  Thompson Street Playground 

 

Note:  The boundaries of these parks and recreational areas need to be described somewhere. 

 

§216-2.  Driving and parking of vehicles. 

 

A. No person shall operate any motor vehicle, as defined in New York State Vehicle and Traffic 

Law § 125, as the same may be amended from time to time, within any park, playground, or 

recreational area, other than on asphalt or stone drives, unless authorized by the City 

Manager.   

 

B. No person shall operate any limited use vehicle, snowmobile or all-terrain vehicle, as defined 

in New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law §§ 121-c, 2221 or 2281, as the same may be 

amended from time to time, within any park, playground or recreational area. 

 



C. No person shall park any motor vehicle other than in a designated parking area, unless 

authorized by the City Manager.  Parking areas shall be designated by signs placed at the 

direction of the City Manager. 

 

§216-3.  Closing hours. 

 

A. All playgrounds, Bicentennial Park (except for holders of camping permits), Factory Square 

Park, Fairgrounds Trail, John Q. Adams Recreation Fields, Marble Street Park, Route 3 

Handicap Fishing and Boating Access, and Waterworks Park shall be closed to the public 

from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

 

B. John C. Thompson Park shall be closed from 12 a.m. to 6 a.m. 

 

C. Veterans’ Memorial Riverwalk shall be closed from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

 

D. Alex T. Duffy Fairgrounds and Whitewater Park have no closing hours. 

 

E. Closing hours do not apply to the following: 

(1) Members and guests of the Watertown Golf Club, Inc. in Thompson Park for the purpose 

of going to and from the golf course. 

(2) Participants and spectators of ball playing on city-lit playing fields and courts, except that 

the lit basketball court and baseball field at John Q. Adams Recreation Fields shall be 

open no later than 11:00 p.m. 

(3) The City Manager may waive the closing hours for special events. 

 

§216-4.  Injury or damage to plants or property. 

 

No person shall damage, injure, remove or destroy any grass, shrubbery, plants, trees, signs, 

buildings, improvements or other property within any park, playground or recreational area, 

unless authorized by the City Manager. 

 

§216-5.  Glass containers. 

 

No person shall possess, deliver or use any type of glass container within any park, playground 

or recreational area. 

 

§216-6.  Alcoholic beverages. 

 

Consumption of alcoholic beverages within any park or recreational area shall be governed by 

City Code Chapter 75, as the same may be amended from time to time. 

 

§216-7.  Tobacco Products. 

 

Use of tobacco products shall be prohibited in all playgrounds and within 100 feet of the 

playground structure in John C. Thompson Park. 

 



§216-8.  Rubbish. 

 

A. All rubbish, as defined at City Code § 161-1.1, created from an activity with any park or 

recreational area shall be properly disposed of in trash receptacles provided or taken away for 

proper disposal.   

 

Note:  Should large event organizers be required to provide a dumpster?  A take-in/ take-out 

policy could be implemented for everyone by not providing trash cans.  

 

B. It is prohibited to throw rubbish onto the ground or into the river.   

 

C. It is also prohibited to bring rubbish into any park or recreational area that is not generated by 

activities in the park or recreational area for the purposes of disposing of it. 

 

§216-9.  Open Fires. 

 

Open fires are prohibited, except within the confines of cooking grills, fire places, or fire pits, if 

provided, within any park, playground or recreational area. 

 

§216-10.  Bicycles. 

 

No person shall operate a bicycle in any park, playground or recreational area, except on a 

roadway or designated bicycle path in accordance with the rules in Chapter 91 of the City Code, 

as the same may be amended from time to time. 

 

Note: Chapter 91 needs to be updated. 

 

§216-11.  Fishing. 

 

A. Fishing is permitted in the following parks and recreational areas:  Marble Street Park, 

Waterworks Park, Factory Square Park, Whitewater Park, Veterans’ Memorial Riverwalk, 

Bicentennial Park, Fairground Trail, and the Route 3 Handicap Fishing and Boating Access. 

 

B. Fish shall not be cleaned within any park or recreational area.  No dead fish or remains 

thereof shall be left on any park or recreational area property or discarded in the river. 

 

§216-12.  Boats. 

 

A. Non- motorized boats or other flotation devices may be launched or put into the river within 

designated areas at the following parks and recreational areas:  Marble Street Park, 

Waterworks Park, Factory Square Park, Whitewater Park, Bicentennial Park and the Route 3 

Handicap Fishing and Boating Access. 

 

B. Boats or other flotation devices shall not be launched at any other public park or recreational 

area along the river. 

 



§216-13.  Swimming. 

 

Swimming is prohibited in the Black River at all parks and recreational areas. 

 

§216-14.  Concessions. 

 

Note:  Is there a need to regulate mobile concessionaires in parks? 

 

§216-15.  Dogs. 

 

Dogs shall be regulated pursuant to Chapter 81 of the City Code, as the same may be amended 

from time to time. 

 

Note:  Is there a need to regulate dogs beyond the requirements of Chapter 81? 

 

§216-16.  Noise. 

 

Noise shall be regulated pursuant to Chapter 205 of the City Code, as the same may be amended 

from time to time. 

 

Note:  Chapter 205 needs to be updated. 

 

§216-17.  Enforcement. 

 

This Chapter shall be enforced by the City of Watertown Police Department. 

 

§216-18.  Penalties for offenses. 

 

Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this chapter shall, upon conviction, be 

subject to a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $250.  Each day of a continued violation is a 

separate and distinct offense. 



Proposed Amendments to the City Code – 6/10/10 

 

CHAPTER 75: ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

 

§75-1. Restrictions, permits. 

A. Consumption of alcoholic beverages by parties of ten (10) or more people in public 

places within the boundaries of the City of Watertown is prohibited unless such 

consumption takes place in duly licensed commercial premises which are licensed by the 

State of New York for the sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages or unless such 

consumption is pursuant to a duly authorized permit of the City of Watertown. A "public 

place" is defined as property, either publicly or privately owned, which is used by the 

public for the normal transaction of everyday business or which is held open to the public 

for its use. 

 

B. The City of Watertown shall control the issuance of permits to allow consumption of 

alcoholic beverages as follows: 

(1)  All parks, playgrounds, and recreational areas: permit to be issued by the Parks and 

Recreation Department 

 

(2) Other city locations: permit to be issued by the Police Department. 

 

§75-2. Evidence of consumption. 

The possession of an open container of any form of intoxicating beverage shall be prima 

facie evidence of such consumption. 

§75-3. Community events waiver. 

 

The City Manager may waive the requirement to obtain a permit to consume alcohol for 

community events. 

 

§75-4. Penalties for offenses. 

Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this chapter shall, upon 

conviction, be subject to a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.) nor more than two hundred 

fifty dollars ($250.) Each day of a continued violation is a separate and distinct offense. 

 

http://www.ecode360.com/?custId=WA0959&guid=10496324&j=23
http://www.ecode360.com/?custId=WA0959&guid=10496325&j=23


        June 10, 2010 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  James E. Mills, City Comptroller 

 

Subject: Tourism Fund 

 

 

  The following is an update on the financial status of the Tourism Fund in 

response to the request made by Councilman Butler on Monday, June 7
th

.  

 
Beginning Fund Balance – 7/1/2009  $ 233,987 

   

FY 2009/10 Revenues   

Hotel Occupancy Tax – Actual $156,329  

Hotel Occupancy Tax – Projected 4
th
 quarter $ 45,000  

Interest Earnings – Actual and projected $  1,162  

Gifts and Donations - Actual $795  

Total Revenues – Actual and Projected  $203,286 

   

FY 2009/10 Expenses   

Thousand Islands Regional Tourism Development ($35,913)  

Jefferson County Historical Society ($ 5,000)  

Holiday Decorations ($ 3,656)  

Transfer to General Fund ($231,750)  

Total Expenses – Actual and Projected  ($276,319) 

   

Projected Ending Fund Balance – 6/30/2010  $160,954 

   

Projected unreserved fund balance appropriated to FY 10/11  $ 100,000 

Projected unreserved fund balance - undesignated  60,954 

Projected Ending Fund Balance – 6/30/2010  $ 160,954 
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