
CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 

AGENDA 

 

  

This shall serve as notice that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council 

will be held on Monday, January 7, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers,  

245 Washington Street, Watertown, New York. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

 Human Trafficking Awareness Day 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

 Resolution No. 1 - Appointment of Commissioner of Deeds  

 

 Resolution No. 2 -  Designating Depositories of City Funds for 2013 

 

Resolution No. 3 -  Readopting Fiscal Year 2012-13 Sewer Fund Budget and 

Approving Supplemental Appropriation No. 3 for Fiscal 

Year 2012-13 for Various Accounts 

  

 Resolution No. 4 -  Selecting Avalon Associates, Inc. as the City of  

Watertown’s Small Cities CDBG and HOME Consultant 

 

Resolution No. 5 - Authorizing Application for FEMA’s Fire Prevention and 

Safety Grant Program 

 

Resolution No. 6 -  Approving Amendment No. 2 to Professional Services 

Agreement, GHD Consulting Engineers LLC 

 

Resolution No. 7 -  Accepting of Conveyance by NYSDOT as a City Street, 

Dedicating Said Street, and Naming the Street as Western 

Boulevard 



ORDINANCES  
 

 Ordinance No. 1 -  An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of  

$200,000 Bonds of the City of Watertown,  

Jefferson County, New York, to Pay the  

Costs of the Construction or Reconstruction of  

Sidewalks in Special Assessment District No. 9  

Within the City 

 

Ordinance No. 2 -  Ordinance Amending City Municipal Code §293, Vehicles 

and Traffic – Western Boulevard 

 

LOCAL LAW 

   

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

7:30 p.m. Sidewalk Improvement Special Assessment Program, 

 District No. 9 

 

Establishing Assessment Charge for Sidewalks,  

Spring and Fall 2013 Pursuant to Section 93 of the  

City Charter 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 Laid Over Under the Rules –  Ordinance Amending the Code of the City of 

     Watertown, §320-34 Accessory Uses in Residence 

     Districts 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

1. Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 

2. Jefferson County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

3. Fluoride Update 

4. Tree Watertown Committee 2012 Annual Report 

5. The 24
th

 Annual Local Government Conference Workshop on March 28, 2013 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

WORK SESSION 

 

 Next Work Session is scheduled for Monday, January 14, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 



 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS TUESDAY, 

JANUARY 22, 2013. 





























































































































































Tree Watertown 2012 Annual Report

December 2011 - November 2012



Tree Watertown 2012 Annual Report

Chairman’s Letter

December 13, 2012

Dear Tree Watertown Members:

Herein, you will find our annual report for 2012. It’s been quite a year, and once 

again, we are proud that Watertown will be designated a Tree City USA by the National 

Arbor Day foundation. This year will be the 13th consecutive year that we have attained this 

prestigious recognition, which we could not have accomplished without the help and support 

of you, our volunteer members of Tree Watertown, and our many partners as well.

Some of our important partners who have worked with Tree Watertown this year 

to accomplish new shade tree plantings in the City include the Master Gardeners from 

Cornell Cooperative Extension, the Watertown Noon Rotary Club, Jefferson Community 

College, and the Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways, Inc.

We are thankful for the continued support of the City of Watertown, and their 

commitment to working with Tree Watertown to assure the continued growth and viability 

of our urban forest for future generations. The Department of Public Works once again 

provided much needed assistance in planting new trees, and digging tree pits for our planting 

projects during the year.

Our annual report, prepared by Michael A. Lumbis, City Planner, and contained 

herein, describes the many programs, events, and meetings that were conducted by Tree 

Watertown in 2012.  Our accomplishments this year are framed by two wonderful events 

that demonstrate how volunteers have worked with Tree Watertown to make our City of 

Watertown a more beautiful place.

On April 27, Arbor Day 2012, was celebrated with a tree planting ceremony at 

Jefferson Community College. JCC student volunteers, local residents, public officials, and 

many of our Tree Watertown members assisted in planting new shade trees in the JCC 

campus court yard.



Tree Watertown 2012 Annual Report

On October 29, Tree Watertown was pleased to advise and assist the Girl Scouts 

of NYPENN Pathways, Inc. in planting 100 new shade trees to commemorate the Girl 

Scouts 100th anniversary. The Girl Scouts received this year’s Carolyn Whitney Tree 

Planting Grant from the Northern New York Community Foundation, and Tree Watertown 

was pleased to be able to work with the Girl Scouts to make their project a success. 

The following pages detail all of our different projects for 2012.  Again, I especially 

thank the volunteer board members of our Tree Watertown committee for taking time out 

of their busy schedules to help plan and organize each of our events throughout the year.  I 

look forward to working with you on new and exciting projects in the coming year. 

Sincerely,

William W. Christopherson,

2012 Chairman, Tree Watertown

cc:  City Council Members

Sharon Addison, City Manager
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Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2011 through November 2012

 December 8, 2011:  The 2011 Tree Watertown Annual Meeting was held.  The meeting agenda 
included election of officers for 2012 and a review of activities and the annual financial report for 2011.

 December 16, 2011:  The 2011 Tree City USA Application was submitted to the National Arbor Day 
Foundation.  Tree Watertown assisted with the completion of the City’s application.

 January 12, 2012:  Plans for the 2012 Spring Tree Planting Projects were discussed.  It was noted that 
City Staff had been in contact with the Rotary Club and Salina Street and Factory Square Park would 
be the likely location of the City-Rotary tree planting to be held in April.   Planting location ideas for 
the Department of Public Works tree planting were then discussed.  Suggested sites for the project 
included the Taylor Playground, Phelps Street, Lansingdorp Park, Morrison Street, Leray Street and 
others.

 January 12, 2012:  Jefferson Community College (JCC) was discussed as a possible location for an 
Arbor Day planting.  It was noted that there was interest from JCC about plantings at the campus 
along Interstate 81.   It was also suggested that a future project might be to work with JCC to have it 
designated as a Tree Campus USA.

 January 12, 2012:  Members discussed project ideas for the Carolyn Whitney Fund Grant application 

that will be submitted to the Northern New York Community Foundation.  Project ideas included 

tree plantings at JCC or planting bare root trees near existing ash trees, similar to last year’s project.

 January 12, 2012:  Bill Christopherson provided a brief overview of the various steps that were taken 

in the summer of 2011 to address the tree damage caused by the City’s sidewalk replacement 

program.  It was noted that the various construction practices currently being employed are having 

detrimental impacts on the trees.  It was decided to have Bill contact the City Manager to discuss the 

status of the various requests made at the meeting with her last summer.

 January 12, 2012:  Mike Lumbis noted that the 

inventory of the existing ash trees is now 

complete, and he has resumed writing a draft of 

the Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan. (EAB)
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Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2011 through November 2012 Continued

 January 12, 2012:  Jason White suggested that Tree Watertown spruce up the signs within the 

Washington Street Arboretum by replacing missing signs and cleaning existing ones.  He also suggested 

that we  redistribute the brochures to area buildings and look into installing a small kiosk to hold the 

brochures.

 January 24, 2012:  The EAB Management Plan subcommittee met to review and discuss the latest draft 

of the EAB Plan for the City of Watertown. 

 February 9, 2012:  Tree Watertown continued discussion on the various spring tree planting projects 

being planned, including Arbor Day.

 February 9, 2012:  Members discussed the EAB Plan with the EAB Plan subcommittee, specifically the 
costs and benefits of using tree injections to manage the EAB and to prolong the life of ash trees within 
the City.

 March 8, 2012:  Members continued to discuss project ideas for the Carolyn Whitney Fund Grant 
application including a partnership with the Watertown City School District.  The proposed project 
would be completed in the fall and would include the planting of fruit trees.

 March 8, 2012:  A draft copy of the EAB 
Management Plan was distributed and discussed.  
The draft plan recommends additional annual tree 
plantings above our normal planting levels to 
account for anticipated ash tree losses.  It also 
proposes removal of existing ash trees over  a 3-4 
year period once the trees become infested and 
the treatment of 60 high-value ash trees.

 March 13, 2012:  Tom Walker, Bill Christopherson 
and Mike Lumbis met with Matt Lambert at JCC to 
discuss plans for Arbor Day 2012.  JCC has 
committed to partnering with Tree Watertown.  A 
total of 5 trees will be planted including one paid 
for by Tree Watertown.   The ceremony will take 
place on Friday, April 27 on the JCC campus near 
the clock tower at 12:20 p.m.
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Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2011 through November 2012 Continued

 March 15, 2012:  The City of Watertown is named a Tree City USA                                                    
for 2011 by the National Arbor Day Foundation.  The year 2011 marks the                                                 
twelfth consecutive year Watertown has received the designation.

 March 29, 2012:  Mike Lumbis and Bill Christopherson attended                                                        
the 2011 Tree City/Tree Campus/Tree Line U.S.A. Awards Ceremony                                                 
in Albany, NY to accept the 2011 Tree City USA award on behalf of                                                  
the City of Watertown.

 April 12, 2012:   Final plans for organizing a work day to clean up the Washington Street Arboretum 
were made. The cleanup will be Saturday, May 12 at 8:30 a.m., which coincides with the Downtown 
Business Association’s cleanup day.

 April 12, 2012:  Final plans for Arbor Day and the spring tree planting projects were discussed.  The 
Rotary and DPW tree plantings will be held earlier this year do to the warmer than average spring 
temperatures.

 April 18 – 24 2012:  The City of Watertown Department of Public Works completed the City’s Annual 
Tree Planting Project by planting a total of 84 trees throughout the City.  Tree Watertown members 
assisted with the sorting and numbering of the trees prior to planting.  Notable planting locations 
included 24 trees on Morrison Street, 4 in a small park on Leray Street and 6 within Lansingdorp Park. 

 April 21, 2012:  Tree Watertown assisted the Watertown Noon Rotary Club with its annual tree 
planting project. The Rotary planted 50 trees including 24 in Factory Square Park, 24 on Salina Street 
and 2 in North Watertown Cemetery.

 April 26, 2012:  An application to the NNY Community Foundation through the Carolyn Whitney Tree 
Planting Fund was submitted.  If awarded, the funding would provide for the planting of 35 bare root 
trees.  The planting locations would be 25 sites throughout the City and 10 at Ohio Elementary.  

 April 27, 2012:  Tree Watertown held its 15th annual                                                                    
Arbor Day Observance at Jefferson Community College.                                                                         
The celebration featured the planting of a Northern                                                                          
Catalpa tree and 4 Norway spruce trees on the college’s                                                                             
campus. City Council Member Roxanne M. Burns, 
on behalf of Mayor Jeffrey E. Graham, read the Arbor Day 
Proclamation and declared April 27, 2012, as Arbor Day 
in the City of Watertown. City of Watertown.



Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2011 through November 2012 Continued

 May 10, 2012:  Tree Watertown members discussed the various spring tree planting projects and 
programs that were held in April, noting another successful year.

 May 10, 2012:  Glen noted that planning was underway for the 2012 NY ReLeaf Conference that was 
being held on July 19-21 at Canisius College in Buffalo.  The workshop will bring urban forestry 
professionals together from all over the state to share ideas and learn about the latest advances in the 
field of urban forestry.

 May 12, 2012:  Tree Watertown held a work day to improve the Washington Street Arboretum.  The 
Washington Street Arboretum was developed in 2003 as a way to show residents and visitors the 
unique variety of tree species that are located within the 200 Block of Washington Street in 
Watertown.  A map was created and many of the trees were identified in the field with a small post and 
sign.  Some of the signs had disappeared; others were dirty or in need of repair, and the work day was 
an opportunity to clean up and refresh the display.

 May 15, 2012:   The summer tree watering and maintenance program began with the hiring of local 
college student Matthew Brown.  Matt will be following a watering and mulching  schedule                               
throughout the summer season.  Matt is a recent graduate of the State University of New York                                 
College of Environmental Science and Forestry and is pursuing a career in forestry.

 May 30, 2012:  Tree Watertown member Mike Lumbis gave a presentation to four 4th grade classes                                                                            
at Knickerbocker Elementary. The presentation, entitled “How to Select a Tree” focused on the                                
need for proper site and species selection prior to planting a tree.  The presentation was followed by 
the planting of a Swamp White Oak on June 18 on the school grounds.  The tree was purchased by the 
Knickerbocker PTO as a gift to the school from the 4th grade classes.
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 June 17, 2012: Tree Watertown member Samuel 
Thomas conducted a Tree Planting Program with 
children from Saint Vasilios Greek Orthodox 
Church on Franklin Street.  The children 
participated in a discussion about the importance 
of trees and planted a Norway spruce on the 
church grounds.

 July 12, 2012:  The July Tree Watertown meeting 
was held at the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation’s offices in Dadville, 
NY, just outside of the Village of Lowville.  A tour 
of the DEC Arboretum followed the meeting.  The 
arboretum has been developed over the last 20 
years by Glen Roberts, Fred Munk and other DEC 
foresters.



Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2011 through November 2012 Continued

 July 12, 2012:  An update on the summer tree watering, mulching and maintenance program was 
provided.  Watering has been underway since mid May and the mulching started in early June.

 July 12, 2012:  Members discussed the recent drought conditions and concerns about tree mortality if 
trees are not kept watered.  Glen suggested we send out a press release about the importance of 
watering recently planted trees to ensure their survival.

 July 12, 2012:  It was reported that the City of Watertown will not be receiving the Carolyn Whitney 
Tree Planting Grant this year.  The $3,700 grant was awarded to the Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways, 
Inc., who plan to have 100 girls plant 100 trees in honor of the 100th anniversary of Girl Scouts.  
Although the City was not the recipient, the grant criteria calls for the trees to be planted in the City 
on public property.  Tree Watertown has been asked by the Northern New York Community 
Foundation to help coordinate the planting.  Members agreed to provide assistance with the project 
such as tree species and site selection as well as planting supervision and assistance. 

 July 16, 2012:  Tree Watertown issued a press release urging residents to water recently planted trees 
on or near their property.  The lack of rainfall and hot, dry conditions during late June and July 
prompted the release, which generated a great deal of positive newspaper and television coverage.  

 July 19-21, 2012:  Glen Roberts, Mike Lumbis and Mike DeMarco attended the New York State Urban 
and Community Forestry Council’s NY ReLeaf Conference in Buffalo, NY.  Mike DeMarco discussed an 
EAB presentation that he attended while Mike Lumbis presented a slide show of pictures taken on a 
tour of Schichtel’s Nursery.

 August 9, 2012:  Tree Watertown welcomed new City Manager Sharon Addison to our monthly 
meeting.  Sam Thomas presented a brief history of Tree Watertown to Ms. Addison.  A brief discussion 
followed regarding several issues facing Tree Watertown including the Emerald Ash Borer, the City’s 
Sidewalk Replacement Program and Funding.
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 August 9, 2012:  Matt Brown provided a report to 
members on the summer watering and mulching 
program.  He reported that in addition to watering 
approximately 150 spring planted trees each week 
and watering 330 two and three year old trees on 
a rotational basis, he has also mulched trees 
throughout the City.  This summer, 513 trees have 
been mulched in locations on streets and in parks 
to date.  It should be noted that Matt continued to 
mulch trees through the first week in September 
and during that time was responsible for mulching 
an additional 511 trees.  In total, he mulched 1,024 
trees during his tenure.



Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2011 through November 2012 Continued

 August 9, 2012:  Mike and Glen reported that they had met with Karen Strife from the Girl Scouts of 
NYPENN Pathways, Inc. to discuss the fall tree planting project.  Several sites are being investigated for 
planting including Thompson Park, the Fairgrounds and Factory Square Park.  

 September 13, 2012:  Mike Lumbis noted that plans were being finalized for the Girl Scout fall tree 
planting.  Smaller trees, grown in 3 gallon containers and measuring approximately 2’ tall, will be planted 
in Thompson Park and at the Fairgrounds.  The plan is to have Tree Watertown members train and 
supervise the volunteers and help where needed.  The planting is scheduled for October 27, 2012. 

 October 11, 2012:  The Clinton Street Reconstruction Project was discussed.  It was noted that as part 
of the street reconstruction project, 36 trees would be planted.  While it was originally thought that the 
trees would be planted this fall, the planting has been delayed until the spring of 2013.

 October 27, 2012:  Tom Walker attended the New York State Chestnut Foundation meeting held in 
East Syracuse.  At the meeting, he provided an update regarding the American Chestnut orchard that 
has been developed over the last few years on the grounds of Belleville Henderson School. 

 October 27, 2012:  Tree Watertown members worked with approximately 287 girl scout volunteers to 
complete the annual fall tree planting project.  The project featured that planting of 100 trees within 
three parks in the City.  At Thompson Park, 47 trees were planted at four locations.  The sites were 
located near the overlook on West Entrance Drive, near the golf course, in the zoo by the Elk exhibit 
and across from the main picnic pavilion.  At the Fairgrounds, 41 trees were planted along  the 
Fairgrounds Trail, a the riverfront trail that starts near the Ice Arena and travels along the Black River to 
JCC.  At Factory Square Park, 12 trees were planted along the trail and within the park area.

 November 8, 2012:  A follow up discussion occurred regarding the fall tree planting project.  A 
suggestion was made to work with the Girl Scouts to plan a follow up work day in the spring to water, 
weed and re-mulch the trees.

 Throughout the year, Tree Watertown                                                                                     
members provided to area residents 
educational information concerning tree 
identification, site selection requirements 
and other urban forestry information.

Tree Watertown Annual Activity Report 

Prepared December 13, 2012 by:

Michael A. Lumbis, Planner
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Tree Watertown Members

 Bill Christopherson, Chairman

 Dr. Jason White, Vice-Chairman

 Joshua Carlsson, Secretary

 Michael Lumbis, Treasurer

 David Buszak

 Mike DeMarco

 Sue Gwise

 Jack Parsell

 Kelly Reinhardt

 Glen Roberts

 Samuel Thomas

 Jennifer Voss

 T. Urling Walker

2012 Meeting Dates

 January 12, 2012

 February 9, 2012

 March 8, 2012

 April 12, 2012

 April 21, 2012 (Tree Planting)

 April 27, 2012 (Arbor Day Ceremony)

 May 10, 2012

 July 12, 2012

 August 9, 2012

 September 13, 2012

 October 11, 2012

 October 27, 2012 (Tree Planting)

 November 8, 2012

 December 13, 2012 (Annual Meeting)
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