
CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 

AGENDA 

 

  

 

This shall serve as notice that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council 

will be held on Monday, January 6, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers,  

245 Washington Street, Watertown, New York. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

 Resolution No. 1 - Designating Depositories of City Funds for 2014 

 

 Resolution No. 2 -  Establishing 2014 County Tax Rate 

 

Resolution No. 3 -  Amendment No. 93 to the Management And Management 

Confidential Pay Plan 

 

 Resolution No. 4 -  Approving Lease Agreement, Watertown Rams, Inc. 

 

Resolution No. 5 -  Approving Salary Structure, and Annual Pay Increase for 

Watertown Housing Authority Employees 

 

ORDINANCES  
 

LOCAL LAW 

  

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 



STAFF REPORTS 

 

1. Ice Storm Cleanup 

2. Elected and Appointed Officials, NYS Retirement System, New Regulation 

Reporting Requirements 

3. Parking on Clinton Street 

4. Sales Tax Revenue – November 2013 

5. City of Watertown – Second Full Time Judge and Court Requirements 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 Collective Bargaining 

 

WORK SESSION 

 

 Next Work Session is scheduled for Monday, January 13, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS TUESDAY, 

JANUARY 21, 2014. 































































 

 

MEMORANDUM 
E.P. Hayes 

Superintendent 

Dept. Public Works 
Date: 12-31-13 

Ref: PW 039-13 

To: Sharon Addison, City Manager 

Subject: Ice Storm Cleanup 

 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide a basic update and cost 
estimate on the Department’s proposed approach to the city-wide ice storm 

debris cleanup. 

 

The ice storm that struck the City of Watertown on December 21st and 22nd 
is of a lesser magnitude than those experienced in 1991 and 1998.  

Nevertheless, we require a different response to this storm given the current 

weather conditions.  Specifically, the previous two ice storm events were 

followed by weather conditions and timings much more favorable to a rapid 
response in terms of debris cleanup.  Our current weather conditions are 

considerably less favorable. 

 

Currently, while all of the streets are passable, the large ice buildup and 

plummeting temperatures have created obstacles to homeowner cleanup 
activity.  Residents are limited in their ability to clear damages and safely 

place the debris in a location from which the city can collect and remove it.  

City collection forces are encumbered both by exceedingly slippery and 

treacherous conditions from the ice pack and also the physical challenge of 
separating and collecting the tangled debris now frozen into the snow banks. 

 

Given that the storm came on the first day of winter, we can anticipate 

additional snowfall accumulation between now and late March to be in the 
neighborhood of 4 to 6 feet.  Hence, the department’s primary task remains 

that of winter (snow) storm response consisting of salting, plowing and snow 

removal operations on our streets and public parking lots.  With that in 

mind, we are now faced with the immediate challenge of clearing the debris 
placed in the snow banks by property owners.  While a Public Service 

Announcement was issued on the 23rd, requesting debris not be placed in 

the snow banks, this request has not been fully met. 

 

I propose the immediate clearing of this ill-placed debris by securing the 
necessary equipment resources which, combined with our existing service 

and rental agreements, will be utilized by city work crews.   We will 

commence a city-wide, single pass clearing of that debris currently located 

within the street margins which is close enough to the roadway and which  
could  constitute a potential hazard.  We anticipate this effort to take 

approximately two to three weeks given the latest surveys conducted.  Once 



this pass is completed we will discontinue further cleanup until spring at 

which time we will again perform debris removal from all streets.  Assuming 

that this cleanup follows past events we should expect to be thus engaged 
10 to 12 weeks requiring us to make several passes of each street so as to 

allow the residents ample opportunity to safely and cost affectively address 

their individual cleanup requirements. 

 
For the duration, Department personnel will remain actively engaged in the 

trimming and removal of the storm damage from our own trees and 

facilities.  Solid waste collection, winter storm response, sewer maintenance, 

transit operations will all continue on their normal schedules. 
 

Equipment and hauling costs are expected to run approximately $15,000 per 

week per crew.  It will also be necessary to secure one-to-two additional 

brush chipping units that will be operated by City personnel at an estimated 
rental cost of $1,250 per week per unit. While operations are very weather 

dependent, the cost for collection and removal cost is estimated to be 

$250,000.  This cost does not consider final processing and disposal costs 

nor does it include personnel overtime, which, while not expected to be 

excessive could grow considerably depending upon the political scope and 
urgency deemed necessary. 

 

Depending upon the success of this cleanup operation and the cooperation 

from the residents to complete their own property cleanup, we may find 
ourselves engaged in this campaign well into the 2014 construction season.  

Should this be the case then we must recognize the inevitable impact that 

this will have on those projects currently planned. 

 
Should you have any questions concerning this recommendation, please do 

not hesitate to contact me at your convenience.   

          Gene 

 

cc: James Mills, City comptroller 

 Beth Morris, Assistant to the City Manager 

 Amy Pastuf, Purchasing Manager 

 Peter Monaco, Superintendent of Public Works 

DPW files: 

 Ice Strom 2013 
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